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ABSTRACT
Parent-Child Affinity as Perceived
by Basque Adolescents
by
Catherine K. Coombs-Johnson, Master of Science
Utah State University, 1979
Major Professor: Dr. Jay D. Schvaneveldt
Department: Family and Human Development
The purpose of this study was to assess parental preference as
perceived by Bas qu e adolescents.

A questionna ire was administered to

adolescents during the summer months of 1977 in Boise, Idaho and
Salt Lake City, Utah.

The questionnaire included the Parent-

Affinity Perception Scale (Miller, 1972) with a

Liker~-type

scale

showing how much the adolescent preferred mother or father and a
cover shee!; to determine the degree of "Basqueness" of the subjects.
The sample included 27 males and 37 females.
l'!'e findings indicate a strong preference fo r "mother" over
"father" by both males and females at all flges.

Basque adolescent

males"• preference for father did increase with age where the females
did not show an increased preference for _ father with the advancement
of age.
Results from the profile indicate Basque adolescents think of
themselves as "Basques" with majo; identifying characteristics of the
Basque people being customs, having fun, being proud, and identification

viii

with the family.

A large majority of the subjects go to Basque centers

and are active in religious programs.

Unlike the trad itional Basque

family, disciplining in thi s sample population seems to be shared by
both parents.
The Likert-type scale indicating degree of affinity showed more
adolescents definitely chose mother as the preferred parent than did
adolescents definitely preferring father .

Chi-square tests for males

indicated no relation existed between parental preference and the
degree of affinity for the chosen parent but for females a strong
positive maternal relationship exists.
(68 pages)

INTRODUCTION
Origin of Problem
This study focused on the adolescent's parental preference .

An

enormous amount of material has been written concerning parent-child
relationships and a common assumption in the literature is that family
members have a great deal of influence on one another.
that parents, in the power

It is believed

position and as transmitters of culture,

have a profound influence on their children.

There are also data which

illustrate how children have an impact on parents, in fact, creating
a mode for their behavior in regard to children in the family.

Parents

and children influence each other in ·a mutual, two-way fashion.
child helps shape his environment just as he is shaped by it.

The
Medinnus

and Johnson (1965) illustrated this mutual influence of parent and
child in the following model:
Parental characteristics--Child characteristics
a)

All of the child's characteristics attributed to
parental treatment and handling

Parental characteristics--Child characteristics
behavior

physical appearance

attitudes

health

personality

sex of child
alertness

activity level
b)

Parent and child characteristics mutually interacting

2

In the past, th e literature concerning parent- ch ild relationships,
has focused primarily on the mother-child relationship with the
fa th er- child relationship being somewhat neglected .

Research has also

evaluat ed the areas of sex-role identification, parental identification
of children and parents' attitudes and reactions toward their children.
Most of the literature examines parent-child relationshi ps fr om the
parent's point of view.

Very few studies have looked at parents from

the child's perspective .
Recently, research has been publi s hed on parent-child affinity.
Most of these studies concern themselves with a cro ss-section of young
children in the United States arguing that a young child's parental
preference will vary with changing socialization patterns and with
maturation.

The literature indicatYs a change in parent-child rela-

tionship from a protection-dependence to affectionate-equality as a
child grows older.

This change can cause turmoil in parents and

adolescents and thereby shift their relationship somewhat.

Even

so, adol escents generally continue to be attached t o their parents,
but not so

strong~y

as when they were children.

Adolescents learn from their parents how to function a s members
of their family, community and society, with much of this being
accomplished through observation or incidental imitative learning
(Bell, 1971; Medinnus, 1967), Smart and Smart (1972) indicate that
some aspects of adolescent development will vary in each ethnic culture within the United States even as urban, suburban and rural
adolescents differ signif icantly in the USA.

The adolescent's

ethnic culture will define his social and emotional behavior,
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attitudes, beliefs, values, and his as sumption of roles (Bell , 1971) .
Therefore, the culture of both parents and adoles cents i nfluence
each other.
The United States is an alleged melting pot or as Douglass and
Bilbao (1975) have said it is a "mosaic of ethnic groups" (p. 1) .
Researchers have examined many of these groups, some quite extensively
and others only slightly.

Such is the case with the Basques.

and Bilbao (1974) listed several reasons for this neglect.

Douglass

Many of

the studies concerning Basques have been done in Spain and France.
Most historians also regard people from the Basque country as just
"Spanish" or

11

French . 11

Historians have also created an impression

that the Basque people came over primarily with the r e st of the great
influx of people during the California gold rush.

Because Basques be-

came involved in the sheepherding business after coming to the USA,
they were hindered from settling in cluster communities.

The Basques'

own characteristics of aloofness and reserve along with their different
language shielded then from active involvement in the American Society .
The Basque people in the United States deserve research attention,
as do other ethnic groups, because they are a part of this melting pot
and culture.

They have also heavily contributed to the founding and

growth of this country.

This study focused on the Basque family in

the western United States, especially the Basque adolescents and their
parents.

This study has attempted to assess adolescent perception of

their parents in this important but little understood group, the
Basque family system.

4

Problem
As socialization patterns change, the relationships of family
members tend to be affected by these changes.

Within the home itself

there is evidence of a decline in parent-child interaction over the
past twenty-five years in the United States (Skolnick 1973).

Some

reasons for this decline may include the increasing number of
mothers employed outside the home, occupational demands requiring
fathers to stay away from their homes for most of the day, more
individual outside interests, and an increase of family mobility.

I

The impact of these factors on society is manifest on family members
in varying degrees.
While biological maturation of the child remains constant over
the years, social changes cause role confusion in the social maturation of the child.

Therefore, sex roles and personal identification

patterns are not as well defined in our current society as in the past
eras and this confuses the child as he matures socially.

Some re-

searchers claim that the current social revolution does have some
bright aspects, especially for the father-child relationship.

These

features include less authoritarian and arbitrary fathers, motivated
fathers who are earnestly trying to meet the individualistic needs
of their children, and allowing the children to follow their own
hopes and ambitions (Lynn, 1974).
Because socialization patterns are changing, it would be
intriguins to know if there is any effect on children's parental
preference.

The literature indicates that each day brings new

experiences and new perception for a child.

Daily interaction of

5

a child with parents is considered to affect the child ' s pa rental
preferences.

It is important to know if children's parental pre-

ferenc es remain the same or change during this transition per'iod.
In addition to the general social patterns des cribed, the United
States has a number of sub-cultural groups who have unique family
constellations, rituals, and child rearing systems .

The Basque

family system represents one of these sub-groups on which very little
res earch has been completed.
on this group.

We thus have a dearth of information

The family and parent-child literature is not

systematic or complete and research is needed to focus on these
areas which have been identified as under-researched and poorly
understood, especially the Basque family.
Purpose
Two recent studies, Miller (1972)

and Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976),

have investigated the age and sex difference in children's parental
preference.
11

Both included a wide realm of situations that involved

recreation, personal and more needs, places and things, and

social activities" (Gazi-Tabatabaie, 1976, p. 3 & Miller, 1972, p. 3}.
These content areas made up a range of choices for which a child
selected only one parent as a companion for a certain activity .
Both studies compared which parent was selected for the most
activities using pre-school, third-grade and sixth-grade children.
They also determined if the sex of a child affected choice of
parental preference.

The main purpose of the Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976)

study was to investigate the possibility of cultural factors on
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the effect of parent-child affinity.

A comparison between her Iranian

sample and the American study was made.
The overall purpose of this study was to measure and determine
what perceptions Basque a dolescents hold toward parents, how they
perceive affiliation with parents, and relative strength of the bondrelationships between mothers, fathers and adolescents.

This study

assessed parent-adolescent affinity in Basque families in the states
of Utah and Idaho.
Hypotheses
1.

There is no significant difference in parental preference as

perceived by Basque adolescents.
2.

There is no significant difference in parental preference

in a comparison of 12-19 year old Basque adolescents.
3.

There is no significant difference between Basque adolescent

males and Basque adolescent females in their parental preference.

'

.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE
This review of literature section first of all assesses broad
cultural and historical information concerning the Basque people.
This includes studies which focus on their social life, family
structure and function, and parent-child relationships.

The next

section covers literature on parental preference as perceived by
children and the various factors which influence parent-child
relationships.

Studies concerning adolescents as subjects are

reviewed since this study concerns itself with this age group in
attempting to better understand the affinity of this age group in regard to parents.
Background on the Basque People
For many years, scholars, historians, anthropologists, and
linguists have attempted to find answers to the questions:
the Basques?
originate?

Where did they come from?

Who are

Where did their Basque language

Many theories have been advanced to solve these mysteries.

Some have said that the Basques are the survivors of Atlantis, that
they are the only vestige left of the Cro-Magnon man, that they are
descended from the mysterious Iberians who once peopled Spain, that
they came from the Caucasus Mountains in the Soviet Union, and many
others.
Eiguren (1964) says that the most modern, acceptable, and the
most advanced theory is by the famous prehistorian--Bosch Gimpera.
His theory claims that the Basques are descendants of the
Paleolithic people who inhabited the Pyrenean region .

Bosch claims

8

that "this Pyrenean race was powerfully influenced by the Iberians"
(Eiguren, 1964, p. 6).

He also says the Basques "either adopted from

their language or borrowed strongly from them" (Eiguren, 1964, p . 6) .
The Basques presently number about two million (Idaho Statesman,
1977) and inhabit the Pyrenees Mountains and northern seacoast of
the Bay of Bascay in Southwestern France and northern Spain.

The

Basques may be seen as a predominantly peasant people although the
Spanish part of the population lives in a highly industrialized area.
The Basques call themselves Eskualdanak, their language Euskera, and
their country Euzkadi.
"Euzakadi" today consists of four Spanish providences and three
French providences totaling approximately 12,655 square miles (Map 1).
Guipuzcoa , Vizcaya, Alava, and Navarra are Spanish while Labourd, Basse
Navarre, and Soule are French.

Because of this division Basques have

often been identified as Spanish or French.

If a Basque is asked

whether they are a French or a Spanish Basque their answer will be
that they do not have a drop of Spanish (French) blood in them .
will say that they are Basque (Harrison, 1971).

They

Because of their

geographic location they were frequently caught between the wars of
Spain and France.
The Basque people were deeply religious although this is changing
today (Douglass & Bilbao, 1975: Dunn, 1972; & Eiguren, 1964; 1977).
Their democratic governing system was based on a Christian concept .
The motto wa s "Gu Euzkadirentzat eta Euzkadi Jaungoikoarentzat,"
which means "We are for Euzkadi (Basque Country) and Euzkadi is for
God" (Eiguren, 1965, p. 10).
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Bay of Biscay

FRANCE

Pyrenees Mountains

SPAIN

Map 1.

The Basque Country
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Basques claim to be noblemen.

In order to appreciate this claim ,

one must understand the true meaning of nobility from the Basque's point
of view.

As Eiguren (1964) has said so well:
To the Basque, men are noble; not only the Basques
but all men for they are creations of God; therefore, all men are equal and all faculties a man possesses are not something he acquired, but are God's
gift to him, not to be employed selfishly for his
personal betterment, but to share them with those
whose faculties may not be developed as well as his.
To employ them for the good of the family, community,
and the nation as well as himself, this is his idea
of nobility. There is no power on earth that could
conquer a man with such a belief. He could be defeated
by sheer strength and numerical superiority, but
could never be conquered. Perhaps this Christian
sentiment of the Basques and their love of freedom
is to be attributed to the tenacity with which they
resisted all foreign invasions and maintained their
independence until as recently as 1839. (Eiguren,
1964, p. 10)

Until 1839, the Basques made their own laws and were considered a separate
nation (Douglas & Bilbao, 1975; Eiguren, 1964; Laxalt, 1968).

Now the

Basque rights of self-government have been surrendered to French and
Spanish national policies.
petuated their regionalism.

Despite this, the Basque people have perCurrently a Basque government is in exile

but still has its own newspaper and radio station (Dunn, 1972).
When the Basques first started to migrate to the Americas they
settled in Latin and South America.

It was the Basques in Latin and

South America who first migrated to the American West gold fields.
According to Douglass and Bilbao (1975), 5,000 to 6,000 people left
Senora, Mexico for California from October, 1848 to April 1849.
These people then sent for their Basque relatives in South America
and in the native Basque country to join them.
Because of Spanish and Mexican land grant problems, a drastic
drop in price in the beef market, and flood and drought, the Basques
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who had located themselves in northern California, were able to purchase
large herds of cattle from southern livestock raisers and enter into
partnership with one another by 1860.
It was about this time that the Basques became aware of tpe advantages of raising sheep over cattle.

The sheep could adjust better

to the drought conditions of California and they were easier for a
single herder to control because of their flocking habits.

Many

Basques turned to sheep herding over mining gold.
Often the Basques who entered southern California, hoping to
acquire large sheep herds, did so with the expectation of eventually
returning to their homeland.

They would often send for friends and

relatives who were still living in Euzakadi to join them.

In addi-

tion, a compact with their American employer was common .

The Basque

herder would care for his own sheep along with those of his employer
and then accept sheep as payment instead of cash.

It this way he

could increase his herd and eventually have his own.
During the 1890's and 1900's the Basque herders shifted their
interests from California to the Great Basin areas.

This was mainly

due to the increasing interest in farming causing much of the sheep
grazing land to be converted to farming and restricting grazing land
for sheep .
time.

Also, National Forests and Parks were created about this

Douglass and Bilbao (1975) state that Basques were in Nevada

about 1889; in Jordan Valley area of Oregon about 1889; in Boise,
Idaho by 1891 and in Utah around 1900 (Map 2) .

By 1900, the non-

Basque sheep owners preferred the Basque herders over any other
nationality.
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Map 2.

Basques in the American West
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Little has been written on the Basques in America today except
their role as sheepherders (Harrison, 1971; Laxalt, 1968, 1972) and
even less has been written on the Basque family and their relationships.
The Basque people love sports such as weightlifting, wood chopping,
handball, and rowboat racing.

They are

renowned for their fondness of

music with their songs and dances dating back to the paleolethic period
(Dunn, 1972; Eiguren, 1964, 1977;

Harrison, 1971; Laxalt, 1968, 1972).

The literature asserts that the Basque people who live in America
have a great love for this country.

Eiguren (19641 suggested this is

because the Basque fought for centuries to be free.

They are proud of

their heritage and of their ancient language:
This pride is at times mistaken by some who erroneously
believe that the Basques have a racial superiority
complex. I feel safe in saying the pride of the
Basques in America, of ancestors is secondary. First
of all they are Americans, and as such they feel for
America as the Basques of Euzkadi felt for their
country, which is as follows:
Gu Amerikarentzat eta America,
Jaungeikoarentzat.
which means
We are for America, and America
is for God (Eiguren, 1964, p. 20).
According to Eiguren (1977), Laxalt (1968, 1972), and Morris (1968)
the Basque people in Euzkadi today have many personal characteristics
which carry over into family life relations.

Basques are hard-working,

proud, conservative, efficient, and "bloody-minded."

They love indi-

vidual freedom, have rigid rules of group conduct, and feel a great
obligation to duty.

Their devotion to daily tasks and tasks of a

hard physical nature become a "point of honor and criterion of selfestimation" for Basque men and women alike (Douglass & Bilbao, 1975).
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Many of the Basque people in America today have demonstrated tenacity
in maintaining their ethnic identity.

This has been accomplished despite

the fact they are spread out over a tremendous geographical area in the
United States.

A number of practices has helped to express and reinforce

their ethnic identity.
two types.

Douglass and Bilbao (1975) grouped these into

The first type includes marital patterns and home-life

which are private and are little noticed by neighbors.

The second in-

cludes the Basque hotels and festivals which are more public and contribute directly to the accepted stereotype of the Basques.
Douglass and Bilbao (1975) found that a non-Basque married to a
Basque acquire status within the Basque ethnic group by virtue of
marriage.

He or she is defined as a relative by spouse ' s relatives,

but the new extension of kinship stops at that point.

The children of

the ethnically mixed marriages are regarded as holding full Basque
credentials.
Douglass (1969) studied the Basque culture in Euzkadi or the
Basque Country, as Basque-Americans today refer to the old homeland,
and he saw the family as an extended family.

This is because when

the Basque think of their "family" they think of their living and
deceased spouse, siblings, off-spring and parents.

Loyalty to spouse

is regarded as the strongest kinship obligation in the Basque society.
If they are placed in a situation in which their filial loyalty to
parents or their loyalty to siblings conflict with their loyalty to
spouse, they are expected to favor the latter .
In the Basque Country, the Basque traditional social and family
life is unique (Laxalt, 1968).

Everything revolves around the
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ancestral house.

This is a unit that may include the dwelling and other

buildings, tilled land, meadows, health and mountain pastures.

Indi-

vidual members of the family are referred to by their relationship to
their house, as master, mistress, son or daughter of this house or that.
Life in the village is s low with daily shopping at individual
specialty stores such as the bakery, butcher, fruit and vegetable
stand, etc.

Today, the life in the city for the Basque family is

more typical of a modern European or American city.

The Basque family

tends to adjust to their surroundings while still clinging to many of
their traditions, characteristics, and beliefs with the family unit
still important (Eiguren, 1977).
Traditionally, the man or husband was considered the "master" of
the house (Eiguren, 1977; Laxalt, 1968, 197 2).

His role included that

of breadwinner and the authority figure in the home.

He would, as

the master of his home, wear the traditional beret through dinner and
eat before his wife.

Eiguren (1977) feels that the husband's role is

still basically the same in Euzkadi and for the Basque in America although
it has changed some.
Basque women are held in highest respect wherever they sre, especially by their husbands (Eiguren, 1977; Laxalt, 1968).

Her cooking

and housekeeping are not to be criticized by men and her role is not
one of a servant.

Traditionally, the women in Euzkadi are proud to be

wives and mothers and take care of their husbands and children.

They

are happy in this role as long as they are respected (Eiguren, 1977).
Today, as they are influenced by western civilization more of the women
are looking toward careers and jobs outside of the home .

Some of this is

due to financial necessity and part stems from the equal rights movement.
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Whether in Euzkadi or America, rural Basques produce large families
(Douglass & Bilbao, 1975; Eiguren, 1977).
in the city areas have two children.
relationship with their children.

Most of the Basques who live

Basque mothers have a very close

The Eigurens (1977) feel that

most Basque families try to teach their children from the very beginning and place high value on love in a child's life.

Because of

this they believe discipline should never be separated from love.
The mother is the parent who most always does the disciplining in the
family with father stepping in only when necessary.

Parents want to

rear their children so they feel honored if they are good.
parents like to feel proud of their children.

Basque

The Eigurens (.1977) have

tried to teach their children about Basque ways.

There are many social

events, especially because they live in Boise, Idaho, where their
children have experienced some Basque ethnic practices.

Other locali-

ties in the United States where Basques have concentrated also have
the advantage of Basque cultural centers for families to participate
in programs (Douglass & Bilbao, 1975).
In the Basque Country, one's siblings are one's closest companions
throughout childhood and adolescence (Douglass, 1969; Eiguren, 1977;
Laxalt, 1968, 1972).

Although Basque families in America try to

remain close, the children have a broader range of associates and
friends here.

Parents stress honesty and truthfulness to their children.

They also feel it is important that a child learns to be responsible.
Children learn to enjoy sports, music, and dance.

They also enjoy the

special holidays which the Basque people are so fond of.
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Parent-Child Interaction
The importance and feasibility of conducting scientific investigation
on parent-child relationships has been fully accepted mainly during the
20th century.

Studies ind i cate that parent-child relationships as they

exist at any point in time are a function of many factors.

For example,

mothers and fathers have a different impact on their sons and daughters.
Literature also shows that the intensity of this influence varies throughout childhood and adolescence.
From a review of literature concerning parent-child relationships,
Wlaters and Stinnett (1971) have found that parental support, acceptance,
and warmth are positively related to a child's favorable emotional,
social, and intellectual development . . The l i terature also indicates
extreme restrictiveness, authoritarianism, and punitiveness without
acceptance is negatively related to a child's positive self-concept
and emotional and social development.

A parent's attitude and behavior

may also vary according to the sex of both the parent and the child.
Studies concerning children's perceptions of parents indicate that
children perceive fathers being more fear arousing, more punitive, more
restrictive, colder, and less understanding than mothers.

Studies

also show children prefer the parent who gives them nurturance,
companionship, and less punishment.
is generally the preferred parent .

Therefore, it is the mother who
Many studies indicate the reason why

children prefer mother over father is because of the high influence of
female adults around the children.

Young children are usually at home

with their mothers or at school which is operated mainly by females
(Nimkoff, 1942).

The reason this preference for the mother occurs in

America is because she is the parent who satisfies the young child ' s
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organic needs and as the child grows older she satisfies psychological
needs.

This relationship between mother and child puts the father at

a disadvantage and he is usually considered to be the disciplinarian.
In 1957, Hawkes, Burchinal and Gardner examined fifth grade boys'
and girls' attitudes towards their parents.

The results indicated

their attitudes were more favorable than unfavorable towards their
parents.

The children tended to see mother as more favorable than

father.
In a 1966 study, Gulo investigated attitudes of rural school
children toward their parents.

This study indicated father as the

authority figure while mother was evaluated according to how well she
was perceived to respond to the needs of her children and her manner
of child rearing.
A study by Kagan and Lenkin (1960) looked at three to eight year
old children's perceptions of their parents.

They found that both

boys and girls perceived the father as more punitive and perceived the
mother as more nurturant.

Both boys and girls, however, chose the same

sex parent as the one they wanted to be like.
Schvaneveldt , Fryer, and Ostler (1970) interviewed eighty-six
three to five year old nursery school children to assess their concept
of "badness" and "goodness" of mother and father as they perceived it.
No significant difference between boys and girls was found in regard to
perception of mothers and fathers.

The children's major perception of

mother and father was t hat of "goodness."

This study illustrated that

both young boys and girls can readily verbalize their perceptions.
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A recent study that included 30 preschool, 30 third grad e , and 30
sixth grade boys and girls showed mother as the preferred parent.

In

this study Miller (1972) found that the preschool children selected
father more than mother while mother was preferred more by the older
children.
In 1958, Kagan found that the majority of children in his study
between the ages of six to twelve perceived their mothers as friendlier,
less punitive, less dominant, and less threatening than fathers.
A study by Lamb (1976) investigated the interactions between twoyear-olds and their mothers and fathers.

He investigated the effects

of stress on the parental preferences of twenty-one two-year-olds.

In

a stress-free situation, the subjects showed no preference for either
parent, and they responded similarly to separation from and reunion
with each parent.

After a series of stressful aspirations, there was

still no apparent preference for either parent.
In response to the question, "Which do you like better:

T.V. or

Daddy?", 44% of the 156 preschoolers Jung (1977) studied answered they
preferred T.V.

The difference between the two categories of response

was not significant; therefore, the hypothesis that an equal number
of children preferred T.V. and Daddy was accepted.

A significantly

greater number of children preferred Mommy to T.V.
Studies outside of the United States also present intriguing
results about parent-child relationships from the child's perception.
Ghosh and Sinha (1966) looked at role perceptions of sibling children
in India.

They used two different age groups of siblings; from eight

to ten years and from fourteen to sixteen years of age.
indicated the following:

The results

a) the older siblings perceived the mother as
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being more rewarding than the fat her s; b) the mother was perceived as
being more punitive by both age groups; c) both older and younger
sib lings perc eived the father as occupying the major position of
authority in the family; d) both older and younger siblings perceived
the mother as the major source of affection and nurturance; e) more fear
a nd aggression were expressed toward the mother by both younger and
older siblings; f) the father was perceived as the major identification
figu re by both the older and younger siblings; and g) both older and
younger siblings reported greater interaction with the mother than with
the father.
In 1976, Tolor looked at a) the degree of intergenerational congruence of traditional attitudes and b) the relationship between reported
parental child-rearing practices and children's attitudes.
three samples of both sexes.

They used

They included high school students,

college students and parents of the students.

The results indicated

that for both sexes, high school students revealed the least discrepancy
in attitudes from parents and college students revealed the greatest
discrepancy.

Tolor concluded that parental influences on a child's

attitude seem far more pronounced at the high school level than at the
college level.
Kuggelmass and Shlomo (.1966) found in a study of Kibbutz adolescents that the same-sex parent was viewed as more instrumental and
the opposite-sex parent was v iewed as more expressive .
The results of a 1937 study examining 458 adolescents in Los
Angeles, California, from the ages 12 to 17 showed that cultural
conflicts tend to create more social distance between second-generation
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children and their foreign-born mother s than foreign-born fath ers (Duvall,
1937).

This study indicated that young er children showed greater social

nearness to parents than did older children.

There was an increase in

social distance between children and father as the child grows older
while social nearness to mothers decreases less rapidly with age increas e of the child.

At all age levels, the children felt closer to

their mothers than their fathers.
The results of a study by Weller and Luchterhand (1977) showed
that as adolescents advanced through school they perceived their
parents as giving them more freedom, turned less to them for advice,
and became less estranged from their parents.

The sample included 1820

inner city youth from 13 to 19 years of age.
In looking at parent-child affinity of Iranians, the 1976 study of
Gazi-Tabatabaie shows that generally mother was the preferred parent.
A major finding indicated that third- a nd sixth-grade boys showed a
preference for father with boys' responses for father increasing in
frequency as age increased.

Because of cultural customs and expecta-

tions separating Iranian boys from female roles as they increase in age,
this study indicated that culture has a major influence in boys' parental
preference.
Summary of Literature Review
The literature concerning parent-child relationships in Basque
families is very brief and general.

The literature does indicate

father as the head of the household, the breadwinner, and the authority
figure.

Mother is described as being more warm, close to her children,

and the disciplining parent.

Both parents are viewed as being very

proud of their children and their accomplishments.
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Most of the studies concerning parent-child affinity show child r en
in the United States prefer the parent who gives them nurturance,
companionship, and less punishment.

Fathers are perceived as being

more fear arousing, more punitive, more restrictive, colder, and less

understanding than mothers.

Mothers are generally seen as the pre-

ferred parent by both boys and girls with this preference varying with
age and sex of the children.
Further research in the areas of Basque parent-adolescent affinity
seems beneficial especially because of the lack of studies dealing in
this area with Basques living in the United States.

The goal of this

research was to focus on the Basque adolescent in western America
(namely Utah and Idaho) and investigate their parental preferences as
influenced by their culture.
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PROCEDURE
Sample
Included in the 64 seventh through twelfth grade subjects of this
study were 27 males and 37 females.

The ages ranged from twelve to

nineteen years (Table 1).
The criterion for inclusion in the sample was that the adolescents
came from homes where one or both parents were Basque.

These adoles-

cents came largely from a private Catholic high school in Boise, Idaho.
Others came from private Catholic junior high school and private
Catholid grade schools in Boise, Idaho.

The adolescents from Salt

Lake City, Utah all belonged to the Basque club in that area or were
relatives and/or friends of those who did.
The participants selected were considered representative of the
Basque youth in the Utah-Idaho area.

The socioeconomic class of the

adolescents ranged from the upper lower to the upper middle.

This

judgment was based on information concerning the occupation and income
of the adolescents ' parents .

All adolescents in the study were

Caucasian.

Instrumentation
Miller (1972) developed the Parent-Affinity Scale which consisted
of 30 items.

All questions in the scale were considered neuter and the

response categories were forced choice of "mother" or "father. 11

The

items on the scale were written using language and activities suitable
for younger children and for the most part, suitable for older children,
too.

This scale proved useful in the Miller study in discriminating

Table 1
Basque Adolescents in this Sample According to Grade, Age, and Sex

Seventh

Eighth

Ninth

Tenth

Eleventh

Twelfth

Total

Boys

2

1

7

8

4

5

27

Girls

8

0

9

10

4

6

37

10

1

16

18

8

11

64

Total
Age
Range

12-14

13
years

13-15

17-19

years

14-16
years

15-17

years

years

years

Mean
Age

13
years

13
years

14
years

15
years

16 ·1/2
years

17
years

N
~
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parental preference as perceived by American children.

Gazi-Tabatabaie

(1976) also used this same scale in disc rimi nating parental preference
of Iranian children.
This Parent-Affinity Scale wa s used to interview the Basque adolescents in this research .
exception of four:

All of the 30 questions were the same with the

numbers 16, 19, 26, and 28.

In the pretest, the

adolescents that were interviewed suggested these four original ques tions
migh t not be appropriate items for the adolescent age group.

Therefore,

these four questions were modified t o apply to adolescents.
To discover the degree to which the adolescent chose "mother" or
"father" on each item, a Likert-type scale was used.

After choosing

one parent, the subject would then circle to which degree he or she
chose that parent, whether they probably would choose this parent,
would most likely choose this parent, or definitely would choose this
parent.

This was added to the Parent-Affinity Perception Scale to dis-

cover how strongly the subject chose "mother" or "father" rather than

just lo cking the subject into a forced response with no feeling of
"how much 11 preference was given to a particular parent.

A cover sheet was also administered with the questionnaire which
included questions regarding the adolescent's family size, ordinal
position, education level of self and parents, income level, discipline,
and "Basqueness" of the family and the adolescent.

Also included at the

end of the questionnaire was a question regarding the adolescent's parents.
Were they living together, divorced, separated, or deceased?
no diff iculty in administering this scale and cover sheet.

There was
All

adolescents understood the concepts and good cooperation was obtained
from the youth and the various adult authorities.

UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
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Validity

To assess validity, item analysis using the upper and lowerquartile responses was used by both Miller (1972) and Gazi-Tabatabaie
(1976). They both used a chi-square test to analyze each item in the
scale.

In the Miller (1972) study, all but four items were significant

at the .05 level of confidence or beyond and twenty-nine of the thirty
items were significant at the .05 level of confidence or beyond in
the Gazi-Tabatabaie study (1976) .

Therefore , evidence showed the

Parent-Affinity Perception Scale as a valid instrument in measuring
parental preference (Schvaneveldt & Miller, 1976).
For this study, a pretest was given to six adolescents in the
Boise, Idaho area to assess face and
pretest four items were modified.

~ontent

validity.

From this

Overall, the scale reflects having

face, content, concurrent, and construct validity.

Reliability
Miller (1972) gave a test-retest of the scale to 18 children in a
pilot study to determine if children could understand and specify a
preference for "mother" or "father."

retest to the same subjects.

Seventeen days later she gave a

The percentage of agreement of the child-

ren's responses between the two administrations was 92.8% in the testretest comparison.

This indicated that the measuring device was

sufficiently consistent.
Analysis of Data
After the data were collected, each subject's Parent-Affinity Scale
was examined and the responses for "mother" and "father" were totaled.
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Also the degree to which "mother 11 or "father" were chosen and the

background information on family constellation, socio-economi c level,
rituals and "Basqueness" was determined.

compared according to sex and age .

These scores were then

Responses were tabulated for

each item on the scale and 16 upper-quartile responses and 16 lowerquartile responses were used to complete an item analysis.

This was

used to determine which items were successful in distinguishing a
parental preference as perceived by Basque adolescents .
test was used in the item analysis.
tically analyze the data.
.05 level .

A chi-square

A t test was also used to statis-

The level of significance was set at the

In addition, these data were then compared to the Miller

(1972) and the Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976) .studies.
Administration of the Parent-Affinity
Scale
Permission was obtained from several private Catholic schools in
Boise, Idaho to administer the questionnaire to the Basque adolescents
of these schools.

In the Salt Lake Cityy Utah area, the investigator

obtained permission and a list of the members of the Basque club from
the club's president to contact the parents of the Basque adolescents
and set up an appointment in their homes to administer the scale.
At the schools, the investigator and one or two proctors administered the questionnaire to the Basque adolescents in a private room,
from May 6 through May 12, 1977.

The investigator explained the

purpose of the study, the need to choose only one parent and clarified
any questions before having them begin.

Some of the adolescents

wanted to answer "both" to the questions but the investigator or one
of the proctors instructed the respondent to make a choice between
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parents and choose just one.

It took about 20 minutes to administer

the instrument to the group.
In the private home setting, the investigator and the adolescent(s)
would be alone in a room during the administration of the instrument.
This would most often be preceeded by a short explanation to the
parent(s) as to the purpose of the study and the nature of the
questionnaire.

Here again, the desire to choose both parents instead

of just one was sometimes manifest.

The investigator would explain that

they needed to choose just one parent.

No one had problems with the

degree to which they would choose one parent.

The data in the home

settings were collected during the summer months of 1977.
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FINDINGS
This section is presented in two major divisions.

First, a general

descriptive profile of the subjects is presented ofcusing on family
constella tion, rituals, and "Basqueness."

Second, the three hypotheses

tested in this study are individually analyzed .
Descriptive Profile on Basque
Subjects
The 64 adolescent subjects for this study consisted of 37 females
and 27 males.

Fifty (78%) of the subjects came f rom families with

five or more children and 14 (22%) came from families with less than
five children.
no sisters .

Fourteen (22%) subjects had no brothers and 8 (13%) had

Sixty-six percent of the sample had 1-3 brothers while

78% had 1-3 sisters .

Of the 64 subjects, 16 (25%) were the oldest

child in their family, 13 (20%) the second child, and 9 (14%) the
third child.

One subject was the ninth child with no one being the

tenth child or more.

Most of the subjects came from large families

with a good distribution of birth order.
Fifty-four (81%) subjects reported living with both parents while
10 (19%) reported living with only one parent in the home.

Five

subjects rep orted parents as being divorced while four reported one
parent deceased and three circled "other."
Fathers in this study have had more education than mothers but only
by a small margin.

For the fathers, their education level was reported

as 22 (34%) under high school, 7 (11%) high school graduate, 23 (36%)
college graduate or vocational school graduate, and rhree were left
blank.

The mothers' reported education level was 29 (45%) under
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high school, 13 (20%) high school graduate, 20 (31%) c ollege gr adua te,
one with an M.S. or a Ph . D., and one was left blank.
Occupation of the fathers included 18 (28%) unskilled, 21 (33%)
skiller, 14 (22%) professional, 7 (11%) blank, and 4 (6%) retired .
Almost half of the mothers were homemakers (31,48%), while the others
were working in unskilled (9,14%), skilled (16,25%), and professional
(8,13%) occupations.

Forty-eight (75%) subjects came from families

with an income about $15,000/year while 16 (25%) subjec ts' families'
incomes were $15,000/year or less.
Most Basque families consider themselves to be quite religious
and the subjects in this study were not an exception .

A large majority

(73%) stated they attend religious services once a week, 9% attend
once a month, 14% attend a few times a year, and only 3% never attend.
Looking at the "Basqueness" of the sample, more of the mothers
(55) were Basque than were the fathers (36) of the subjects .

In the

homes, the tradition of speaking the old language, "Basque," ha s been
carried on by 58 of one or both of the subjects' parents.

In 19 homes

both parents speak Basque versus 25 homes where just the mother speaks
Basque and 14 homes where just the father speaks Basque.

Six subjects

came from homes where neither parent spoke the traditional language.
In short, more of the mothers were Basque and they more often spoke
the traditional language than did the fathers.
Concerning the use of Basque language by these 64 adolescents in
the family of orientation, respondents reported that 24 speak Basque .
Comparing the males with the females, more females than males (15 vs 9)
speak Basque.

Of the twenty-seven 7th-9th grade subjects 11 (.42%)
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speak Basque where 12 (32 %) speak Basque of the th irty-seven 10th-12th
graders.

Fifty-seven (89 %) reported going to the Basque center in

Boise, Idaho and Salt Lake City, Utah with 35 (61%) going very oft en , 10
(20%) going often, and 19 (33%) seldom going.
are attended by 61 (95%) subjects.

Basque social events

Only twenty-eight (46%) attend the

social events very often while 24 (38 %) attend often and 12 (15%)
seldom attend.
Disciplining seems to be shared almost equally between the
mothers and fathers.

In 33 homes mother is the dis c ipli ning agent.

Father is the primary discipliner in 26 homes and in 5 of the homes
disciplining is shared by both mother and father.
When asked how frequently the subjects thought of thems elves as
Basques 49 (77%) responded always, 10 (16%) responded most of the time,
4 (6%) responded seldom and 1 responded never.

More 10th-12th graders

than 7th-9th graders (84 % vs 64%) and more females than males (87% vs
67%) felt they always thought of themselves as Basques.

A large

majority of the subjects thought of themselves as Basques with the
older respondents identifying themselves with the Basques more than
the younger respondents.
The subjects shared with the investigator three things that
stood out in their minds when they thought of the Basque people.
Table 2 provides a synopsis of nine areas perceived as characteristic
of the Basque people.

These characteristics are listed in rank order

according to the total sample with two age groups and sex of the
sample specifically shwoing which characteristics were mentioned by
whom.

Three of the most frequently mentioned characteristics were :

customs, pride and fun, and the family.

In addition, a large part

Table 2
Outstanding Characteristics of Basque People as Perceived by Basque Adolescents

Characteristic in
in rank order

Total Sample
in rank order

7th-9th
grade

10th-12th
grade

Customs

46

18

28

14

32

Proud-fun

42

17

25

20

22

Family

18

10

8

10

8

Language

17

5

12

7

10

Spain

17

10

7

6

11

9

3

6

4

5

2

5

Build-looks

Total Boys

Total Girls

Food

7

5

2

Church

3

0

3

2

1

Sheepherder

2

2

0

0

2

w

"'
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of the sample thought of Spain and the Basque language as characteristics
of the Basques.
In summary, the sample was made up of subjects from relatively
large families with a wide distribution of ordinal positions among the
subjects.

A high percentage of the subjects came from two-paren t families

with more mothers being Basque than fathers.

Regardless of parents'

education level, the majority of the subjects came from families with
an income of more than $15,000/year.
Looking at various aspects of "Basqueness," a large majority of
subjects rated their religious activity as high and attend services once
a week.

The Basque language tended to be spoken by a parent but very few

of the subjects spoke it.
parents.

Disciplining seemed to be shared by both

The majority of the subjects always thought of themselves as

Basques.
Hypothesis 1
Hypothesis 1 states that there is no significant difference in
parental preference as perceived by Basque adolescents.

First, in testing

this hypothesis the data for the 64 adolescents were analyzed concerning
their preference of "mother" or "father" to each of the 30 items on the
Parent-Affinity Perception Scale (See Table 3).

For this study, this

hypothesis was rejected because the adolescents selected "mother" for
more items than "father" in the scale.

Table 3 shows 64.4% of the

responses were in favor of mother and 35.6% in favor of father, thus
reflecting a clear maternal preference.

Therefore, the maternal pre-

ference in the Basque family system is in agreement with the previous
work of Miller (1972) and Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976).

Table 3
Response Frequency of Basque Adolescent's Perceptions
to Parent-Affinity Perception Scale Items

7th-9th grade
Females
Males

I t. .

N

N

10th-12th grade
F!!males
Males
N
N

Total

N%

1.

If you wanted money to spend,
whom would you ask, your
mother or your father for
the money?

Mother
Father

10
7

6
4

13
7

8
9

37 (58%)
27 (42%)

2.

If you needed a parent to
come to school with you, whom
would you ask to go, your
mother or father?

Mother
Father

13
4

9
1

18
2

12
5

52 (81%)
12 (19%)

3.

If you were to take a plane
trip, would you rather have
your mother or your father gQ
with you?

Mother
Father

12
5

3
7

15
5

5
12

35 (55%)
29 (45%)

4.

If you were sick and needed
to see a doctor, would you
want your mother or your
father to be with you at the
doctor's office?

Mother

15
2

7
3

18
2

15
2

55 (86%)
9 (14%)

10
7

5
5

11
9

11
6

37 (58%)
27 (42%)

5.

Whom do you think is the
happier person, your mother
or your father?

Father

Mother

. Father

w
..,.

Taole 3
Continued

7th-9th grade
Females
Males

Item

10th-12th grade

Females

Males

Total

N%
6.

If you were unhappy, would
you rather talk. to your
mother or your father?

Mother
Father

15
2

9
1

18
2

11
6

53 (83%)
11 (17%)

7.

If you wanted t o ask for
permission to do something,
whom would you ask, your
mother or your father'?

l1other

Father

13
4

7
3

18
2

11
6

49 (77%)
15 (23%)

B.

If you needed help with work,
would you ask your mother o r
your father to help you?

Hot h er
Father

7
10

1
3

9
11

7
10

30 (47%)
34 (53%)

9.

If you knew a secre t, to vhom
would you rather tell it,
your mother or your father?

Mother
Father

15
2

9
1

16
4

9
8

49 (77%)
15 ( 23%)

10 .

Whom do you feel would help
you more if you were in troubl e ,
your mother or your father?

Mother
Father

13
4

4
6

18
2

7
10

42 (66%)
22 (34%)

11.

Would you rath e r go to the
supermarket to buy food with
your .ather or your father?

Hot her
Father

10
7

4
6

14
6

9
7

37 (58%)
27 (42 %)

w

"'

Table 3
Continued

7th-9th grade
Females
Hales
N

Item

10 th-12th grade
Fema le s
Males
N

Total

N%

12 .

If only one of your parents
could go on a special trip
to the moon, whom would you
rather go with you, your mother
or father?

Mother
Father

11
6

3
7

12
8

7
10

13.

If you wanted to know how to
be very happy, whom would you
ask, your mother or father?

Mother
Father

12
5

8
2

10
10

11
6

41 (64%)
23 (36%)

14.

I f you had to stay home all
day vith either your mother
or father, whom would you
choose to stay with you?

Mother
Father

15
2

5
5

12
8

8
9

40 (63%)
24 (37%)

15 .

With whom would you rather
go for a walk, your mot.her
or your father?

Mother
Father

10
7

4
6

16
4

5
12

35 (55%)
29 (45%)

16.

Whom would you rather have
go to religious services with
you, your mother or your
father?

Mother
Father

15
2

8
2

17
3

11
6

51 (80%)
13 (20%)

17 .

Considering both parents are
good swimmers • with whom would
you rather go swimming, your
mother or your father?

Mother
Father

8
9

1
9

8
12

5
12

22 (34%)
42 (66%)

33 (52%)
31 (48%)

w
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Table 3
Continued

7th- 9th grade
Females
Males

Item

10th-12th grade
Males

Females

Total

N%
If you were going to visit
grandparen t s, would you rather
go to your mother's or fa ther's
parents' home?

Mother
Father

12
5

7
3

13
7

8
9

40 (63%)
24 (37%)

Would you rather have your
mo ther or your father go shopping with you for clothes?

Mother

Father

17
0

9
1

19
1

12
5

57 (89 %)
7 {11%)

If you could go out and eat in
a restaurant with either your
father or your mother. whom
would you select?

Mothe r
Father

13
4

7
3

13
7

8
9

41 (64%)
23 (36%)

If you did something wrong,
would you rather have your
mo ther or your father co rrect
you?

Mother

Father

10
7

s
s

12
8

7
10

34 (53%)
30 (47%)

22.

Whom would you want to be like
when you grow up, your mother
or your father?

Mother
Father

12
5

4
6

14
6

5
12

JS (55%)
29 (45%)

23.

Whom do you r friends like best,
their mother or their father?

Hot. her
Father

12
5

4
6

15
5

9
8

40 (63%)
24 (37%)

24.

If you were swearing, whom
would you rather have hear you,
your mother or father ?

Mother
Father

10
5

4
6

15
5

9
8

40 (63%)
24 {37%)

25.

If you awoke during the
night feeling sick. would
you rather have your mother
or your father help you?

Mother
Father

17
0

9
.1

19
1

16
1

61 (95%)
3 (5%)

18.

19.

20.

21.

w

"

Table 3
Continued

7th-9th grade
Fema l es
Hales

Item

10th-12th grade
Ha l es

Females

Total

N%
26.

If you were to spend an
evening of conversation , whom
would you rather spend i t
1.1ith, your mother or your
father?

Hot her

Whom would you l ike to t ake
you a nd your f r iends to a
pi c nic, your mother or your
father?

Mother

28.

13
4

7
3

12
8

10
7

42 (66%)
22 (34%)

Father

12
5

4
6

14
6

10
7

40 (63%)
24 (37%)

If only one of your parents
could attend your h igh school
graduat ion. whom would you
select?

Mother
Father

14
3

7
3

17
3

14
3

52 (81%)
12 (19%)

29.

Who is the bes t parent to
you , your mother or your
fat her'?

Hot her
Father

14
3

7
3

15
5

10
7

46 (72%)
18 (28%)

30.

Whom do you believe l oves
yo u the most, your mother
or your father?

Hot her
Father

11
6

7
3

15
5

10
7

43 (67%)
21 (33%)

27.

Father

w

CX>
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Responses of Basque adolescents to each item in the Parent-Affinity
Perception Scale are revealed in Table 3.

The item analysis is broken

down according to sex and age of the adolescents.

The last column in

Table 3 indicates the frequency and percentage of the total sample
choosing "mother" or "father" for each item in the scale.
As is indicated by the total number of responses for "mother" or
"father," "mother" is the preferred parent on all items except items
8 and 17 where father was the preferred parent.

For assistance with

work, the respondents chose father as the preferred parent (item 8)J.
This preference is slight with the total age group except with 7th9th grade males where over half of the respondents chose "mother"
as the preferred parent.

Item 17 indicates by a large margin that

"father" is the preferred parent when going swimming.
is constant in all grade levels.

This preference

Even though some of the items on

the Parent-Affinity Perception Scale could be stereotyped with the father
role (items #3, 8, 12, 17, and 24) more than the mother role, the
preference for mother is clear as reflected in Table 3.
It is intriguing to note that in spite of age increases in both
males and females, mother was overwhelmingly chosen (55 vs 9) as the
parent the adolescents preferred to take them to the doctor's office
(item #4).

This preference was constant with both males and females.

The data in Table 3 also indicates mother was definitely the preferred
parent by the Basque adolescents for items sensitive to the emotions:
love and happiness (items #5, 6, 13, and 30).
These findings indicate that for the Basque adolescent there is
considerably more of a preference for "mother" than "father" than in
the Iranian children of the Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976) study and the
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school-ag e children in the United States of the Miller (1972) study.

This

preference might be attributed to the adolescent still associating more
with the mother than the father regardless of the age increase of the
adol escent.

Table 3 does indicate the males' preference for fa ther

increased with age where the females did not show an increased preference
for father.

Traditionally, the father in the Basque family is absent from

home for a large part of the day due to his occupation while mother is
focused in the home with the responsibility of managing the home and the
children.
Hypothesis 2
Hypothesis 2 states that there is no significant difference in
parental preference of Basque adolescents when focusing on age (12-19
years old).
An N of one subject in the 8th grade dictated the need to collapse
the sample into two age groups.

A comparison of the response from the

twenty-seven 7th-9th grade subjects and thirty-seven 10th-12th grade
subjects indicated that mother was the preferred parent by both age
groups.

The 7th-9th grade adolescents gave more responses to mother

than the 10th-12th grade adolescents did, but this preference was not
statistically significant (See Table 4).
rejected.

Thus, hypothesis 2 was not

Mother was the preferred parent regardless of age.

The

results also indicate that the older the adolescent the less mother
was chosen as the preferred parent (Table 4).
Hypothesis 3
There is no significant difference between Basque adolescent males
and Basque adolescent females in their parental preference.
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Table 4
Number of Items Chosen by Sub j ects
According to Sex and Age of Adolescents

"Mother"

"Father"

7th grade
Females
Males
Total

181
29
210

59
31
90

8th grade
Females
Males
Total

0
16
16

14
14

9th grade
Females
Males
Total

180
127
307

90
83
173

lOth grade
Females
Males
Total

213
139
352

87
101
188

11th grade
Females
Males
Total

67
82
149

53
38
91

12th grade
Feamles
Males
Total

141
61
202

39
89
128

0
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The preferred parent of the male and female Basque adolesc ents is
"mother" (Tables 3 and 4).

Female and male adolescents consistently

chose "mother" more than "father" in response to the items on the

Parent-Affinity Perception Scale.

A chi-square test comparing males

and females in their parental preference revealed a chi-square value
of 41.76 which was significant at the .05 level of confidence.

The

preference for mother was significantly greater for females than
males (70% vs 56%).
In comparing female and male responses of parental preference
a t Test for the difference between means was used.

A t value of 3.08

was found, thus permitting the rejection of the null hypothesis.
In addition to the three formal hypotheses, an assessment of the
composition of the parents with regard t o which parent was Basque
was made.

Two formal tests were made with both having chi-square values

which were not significant.

This indicated composition of the parents

with regard to who was Basque, did not make a significant difference
in the preference of a parent.

Mother was the preferred parent

regardless of the composition of family structure for this sample.
Item Analysis of the ParentAffinity Perception Scale
Table 5 shows Basque adolescents' responses to "mother" and
"father" in the Parent-Affinity Perception Scale with the responses
ranked from high to low beginning with the number of respondents
choosing "mother."

This assessment revealed that one a dolescent

selected "mother" for all 30 items.

In contrast, none of the sub-

jec t s selected father for all 30 items, however, one adolescent chose
father for 26 of the items.

A total of 64.4% of the adolescents
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Table 5
Basque Adolescent's Perception Scale in Rank
Order of Responses t o "Mother" and "Father"

Number of
Ado l escents
Responding

4

Number of items
with
Mother preferred

Number of items
with
Father preferred

30

0

29

1

28

1

27

1

26

5

25

1

24

4

4

23
22

8

21
4

20

10

4

19

11

18

12

17

13

15

15

4

14

16

1

13

17

1

12

18

11

19

10

20

6

24

1

26

1

Totals
4

1236

684

Percent

64.4%

35.6%
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chose "mother as their preferred parent and 35 .6% chose "father."

Nine

percent of the adolescents responded equally choosing 15 items for
"mother" and 15 items for "father."

The 16 upper and 16 lower quartile respondents for "mother" and
"father" from Table 5 were used to analyze each of the 30 items in
the scale to discover which items were discriminating the adolescents'
responses for a preferred parent.
this item analysis.

A chi-square test was used in doing

Table 6 shows that 6 of the items were significant

at the .05 level of confidence, 3 items were significant at the .01
level of confidence, and 14 items were significant at the .001 level
of confidence.

Table 6, therefore, shows that 23 of the 30 items

wer e significant.
In examining the four new items on this scale, items 16, 19,
26, and 28, items 16 and 19 were not significant while items 26 and
28 were significant.

These results indicate that for items 16

dealing with going to church and 19 concerned with shopping for
clothes no significant differences were found between high scores
and low scores in regard to religious services and shopping for
clothes and parental preference.
A comparison of the Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976) and the Miller (1972)
studies indicates that item one was the only item on the scale that
was not signi fica nt in both studies.

In comparing these results with

both of. those studies, item 18 dealing with visiting grandparents , was
not significant in the Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976) study, and the present
study.

Item 8 which deals with needing help with work, was not

significant in the Miller (1972) study and this study.

Item 30 which

considers which parent loves the respondent the most, was significant
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Table 6
Item Analysis of Basque Adolescents' Perception
of Parental Preference Ba sed on the
High and Low Quartile Responses

Item

l.

2.

If you wanted money to spend, whom would
you ask, yo ur mo ther or your father for
the money?

.0 01

If you needed a parent to come to school
with you , whom would you ask t o go , your
mother or father?

3.

Level of significance
based on
chi-s qua r e tests

.001

If you were t o take a plane trip ," would
you rather have your mother or your

father go with you?

4.

.001

If you were sick and needed t o see a
doctor, would you want your moth er or

S.
6.

7.

8.
9.

your father t o be with you at the
doctor's of fice ?

. OS

Whom do you think is the happier person,
your mo ther or your father?

.001

If yo u were unhappy, would you rathe r talk
to your mother or your father about what
is making you unhappy?

.OS

If you wanted to as k for pe rmission t o do
something, whom would you ask, your
mo ther or your father?

. 01

If you needed help with work, would you
ask your mo ther or your fathe r t o help you?

ns

If yo u knew a secret, to whom would you
rather tell it , your mother or your father?

.001
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Table 6
Continued

Item

10.

Level of significance
based on
chi-square tests

Whom do you feel would help you more if you
were in trouble, your mother or your father?

.001

Would you rather go to the supermarket to
buy food with your mother or your father?

.05

12.

If only one of your parents could go on a
special trip to the moon, whom would you
rather go with you , your mother or your
father?

.001

13.

If you wanted to know how to be very
happy, whom would you ask, your· mother
or father ?

.05

If you had to stay home all day with
either your mother or father, whom
would you choose to stay with you?

.001

With whom would you r ather go for a walk,
your mother or your father?

.001

16.

Whom would you rather have go to
religious services with you, your
mother or your father?

ns

17.

Considering both parent s are good swimmers, with whom would you rather go
swimming, your mother or yo ur father?

.05

If you were going to visit grandparents,
would you rather go to your mother's
of your father's parents' home?

ns

Would you rather have your mother or your
father go shopping with you for clo thes ?

ns

If you could go out and eat in a restaurant with either your father or your
mother, whom would you select?

.01

11.

14.

15 .

18.

19.
20.
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Tabl e 6
Continued

Item
21.

Level of significance
based on
chi-square tests

If you did something wrong, would you
rather have your mother or your father
correct you?

.001

Whom would you want to be like when you
grow up, your mother or your father?

. 001

Whom do your friends like best, their
mother or their father?

.001

If you were swearing, whom would you
rather have hear you, your mother or
your father?

ns

If you awoke during the night f~eling
sick, would you rather have your mother
or your father help you?

ns

26.

If you were to spend an evening of conversation, whom would you rather spend
it with, your mother or your father?

. 001

27 .

Whom would you like to take you and your
friends to a picnic, your mother or your
father?

.05

If only one of your parents could attend
your high school graduation, whom would
you select?

.01

Who is the best parent to you, your
mother or your father?

.001

Whom do you believe loves you the most,
your mother or your father?

ns

22.
23.

24.

25.

28.

29.
30.
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in both the Miller (1972) and the Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976) s tudies but
was not significant in the present study.
From the results of the item analysis, the Parent-Affinity Perception
Scale has been shown to be a useful scale in measuring Basque adolescents '
parental preference.

Twenty-three or 77% of the 30 items on the scale

showed a significant difference between high scores and low scores in
regard to parental preference.

These findings indicate that parent-

child affinity can be accurately measured in Basque adolescents by the
Parent-Affinity Perception Scale.
Degree of Affinity
Using a Likert-type scale in conjunction with the forced choice of
"mother" or "father" in the Parent-Afi"inity Perception Scale, the degree
to which the adolescent chose the preferred parent was assessed.
After choosing one parent the adolescent circled the degree to which
he or she chose that parent, whether they probably would choose this
parent, would most likely choose this parent, or definitely would
choose this parent.
Table 7

shows the degree of affinity in parental preference with

the males and females.

Out of the possible 1920 total responses from

the 64 subjects, 27% definitely would choose "mother" as the preferred
parent while 11% definitely would choose "father."
In examining the total male responses, 42% definitely would choo se
"mother" while 33% probably would choose "mother."
was used here in a test of independence.

A chi-square test

The chi-square value of 1.55

was not significant at the .OS level of confidence indicating that for
the males there was no relation between parental preference and the
degree of affinity for the chosen parent.

49
Table 7
Degree of Affinity in Parental Preference
as Perceived by Basque Adolescents

Profile of Males
Definitely choose
this parent

Mostly choose
this parent

Probably choos e
this parent

Total

Mother

191 (43%)

111 (24%)

152 (33%)

454

Father

143 (40%)

79 ( 22%)

134 (38%)

356
810

Chi-square

=

1.55 (not significant)

Profile of Females
Definitely choose
this parent

Mostly choose
this parent

Probably choose
this parent

Total

Mother

323 (40%)

233 (29%)

252 (31%)

808

Father

76 ( 25%)

86 (28%)

140 (47%)

302
1110

Chi-square

27.7

(significant at the .001 level)
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The females' total responses indicated that 40% definitely would
choose "mother" while 31% would probably choose "mother" as the preferred
parent.

In a test of independence, the chi-square value 27.7 was

significant at the .001 level indicating a strong relationship between
parental preference and degree of affinity with the female respondents.
In examining the items which showed a high degree of parental
affinity, 44% of the males definitely chose mother as the preferred
parent on items 19 and 25.
son affinity was high.

For these two items, the degree of mother-

Mother-daughter affinity was the highest for

items 19, 25, and 21 with 76%, 62% and 57% of the daughters definitely
choosing mother as the preferred parent.

Thus for mother, the degree

of mother-daughter affinity was higher . than the degree of mother-son
affinity.
Father-son affinity was highest for items 10, 17 and 24.

Respectively,

37%, 44% and 41% of the males definitely preferred father in the above
items.

The item with the greatest degree of affinity where father was

definitely chosen as the preferred parent by 27% of the daughters was
number 8.

These results indicate that the degree of affinity was

greater with fathers and sons than fathers and daughters.
In examining the three categories shown in Table 7, the category ·
"probably choose this parent" assisted in clarifying the degree to
which one parent was chosen over the other.

This category indicates

32% of the total number of respondents would probably choose "mother"
as the preferred parent rather than "father."

At the same time, 43%

of the total respondents fell in the category of would probably choose
"father" rather than "mother."

Therefore, the total number of male

and female adolescents probably choosing mother or father, 35%, indicates
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the respondents could have had an equal preference but th e scale
fo rced the adolescent to choose just one parent.

One of the benefits

of the Likert-type scale used here is that th e degr ee to wh ich mother
is chosen over father is clarified by use of the three categor ies ,
especially where there is a possibility of equal preference and the
respondent is forced to choose just one parent.

However, when forced

to choose, mother was the preferred parent by the subjects in this
s tudy.
Suounary of Findings
The results of the data anlysis of the Parent-Affinity Percep tion
Scale indicated that 64.4% of the total 64 adolescents' responses were
for mother and 35.6% for father (Table . 5) .

"Father" was named by the

majority of adolescents as the preferred parent for assistance with
work and swiouning with "mother" being the preferred parent in all the
other items (Table 3).
The 64 Parent-Affinity Perception Scale scores were subjected
to item analysis to determine which items were discriminating the
adolescents' perceptions for parental preferenc e with a chi-square
test being used to complete the item analysis.

The results indi ca ted

23 of the 30 items were significant in differentiating between high
and low scores (Table 6).
The results of the three hypotheses were:
1.

There is no significant difference in parental preference as

perc eived by Basque adolescents.

"Mother" was the preferred pa rent

of the Basque adolescents at all grade levels.

"Father" was the

preferred parent in only two of the 30 items, which were items 8
and 18.

Hypothesis 1 was rejected.
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2.

There is no significant difference in parental prefer ence in a

comparison of 12-19 year old Basque adolescents .
number of

su~jects

two age groups.

Since there was a small

in some of the grades, the sample was collapsed into

Both the 7th-9th grade and the 10th-12th grade adoles-

cents chose "mother" as the preferred parent, but this difference was
not significant.
3.

Hypothesis 2 was not rejected.

There is no significant difference between Basque adolescent

males and Basque adolescent females in their parental preference .

The

results of a chi-square test and a t test both revealed a significant
difference between Basque males and Basque females in their parental
choice .

Overall, mother was the preferred parent by both sexes.

Hypo-

thesis 3 was therefore rejected.
In comparing this study with the Miller (1972) and the GaziTabatabaie (1976) study, the results indicate that both young children
and adolescen ts have a strong maternal preference.

The age rang e in

these studies are from preschool children to seniors in

h~gh

With very few exceptions, mother was the preferred parent.

school.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Summary
This study of parent-child affinity was conducted to determine
which parent is preferred by Basque adolescents for association in
recreational, social activities, and nurturance.
were tested:

(1)

Three hypotheses

There is no significant difference in parental

preference as perceived by Basque adolescents;

(2)

There is no

significant difference in parental preference in comparison of 12-19
year old Basque adolescents; (3) There is no significant difference
between Basque adolescent males and Basque adolescent females in
their parental preference.
The sample used in the study consisted of 64 Basque adolescents
which included 37 females and 27 males in six different grade levels:
7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, lOth grade, 11th grade, and 12th
grade.

The majority of the adolescents came from the Boise, Idaho

area and the rest of the adolescents came from Salt Lake City, Utah.
The parents of these adolescents were either Basque or one parent was
Basque.
Data was collected during the summer months of 1977.

The 64

adolescents were either administered the questionnaire at private
Catholic schools or in their homes.

The questionnaire used was the

Parent-Affinity Perception Scale developed by Miller (1972}.

Four

of the items on the scale were changed to apply to adolescents.
scale included 30 items which were believed to be suitable for
eliciting discriminative responses for the preferred parent.

The

The
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response strategy for each item was a forced choice of "mother" or

"father."

A cover letter and background data form were also adminis-

tered with the questionnaire.

It included questions regarding the

adolescent's family size, ordinal position, and "Basqueness."
The adolescents took approximately 20 minutes to complete the
questionnaire.
The results of the study indicated that 64.4% of the response s
sta ted preferences for "mother" and 35.6% stated preferences for "father."
Mother was the preferred parent of all age groups for both males and
females .

Adolescent males' responses for father slightly increased with

their age level s.

These findings indicate tha t for the Basque adolescent

there was a stronger preference for "m9ther" than the children's responses

in the Gazi-Tabatabaie (1976) and in the Miller (1972) study.
With the use of a Likert-type scale the degree of parent-adolescent
affinity was measured for each item on the Parent-Affinity Perception
Scale.

The results of chi-square tests indicated that for males there

was no relationship between parental preference and the degree of
affinity for the preferred parent.

Females showed a positive relation-

ship between parental preference and degree of affinity.

Thus, indi-

cating as the categorical prefer enc e for a parent increased so did the
degree of preference for that parent .
The 64 Parent-Affinity Perception Scale scores were ranked from
high to low, and the upper and lower quartiles were used in an item
analysis to determine which items were discriminating adolescents'
perceptions for parental preference.

Twenty-three of the 30 items in

the scale discriminated a significant difference in parental preference
at or beyond the .05 level of confidence.

The results confirm the
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utility of the Parent-Affinity Perception Sca le as a device for measuring
parental preference of Basque adolescents .
Discussion

As with the majority of other studies on parent- child affinity,
this study found that mother was perceived as the preferred parent of
the Basque adolescents.

One of the major findings was that both males

and females showed a strong preference for mother in all the grades.
Response for father increased in frequency very slightly as the males
became older.
One way of explaining this preference for mother by both males
and females is through the notion of expressive and instrumental
roles (Parsons and Bales, 1955).

In ~ost western societies mother

is considered to be the expressive parent which means she is responsible for emotional solidarity, management of tension, emotional care,
and support.

Father, as the instrumental leader has responsibility

for the solution of group tasks, for skills and decisions, and is the
ultimate source of discipline (Parsons and Bales, 1955).

In looking

at Basque parents these roles appear to hold true for their culture
also, with the exception that mother takes on the instrumental roles
as the main source of discipline in 52% of the homes.
Overall, both the males and females in this study showed a strong
preference for mother.

Basque adolescents appear to prefer the parent

who gives them support, emotional care, and manages tension.

The

majority of adolescents also attended a parochial school where the
majority of teachers are female and the main power figure is a man.
These roles may carry over in school and reinforce the idea of females
being more aggressive and males more instrumental.
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In the Basque culture where mother is the homemaker, father is the
breadwinner and nominal head of household, both males and females prefer
to have father assist them with work (Table 3, item 8).

This preference

may occur because father's role is perceived as the parent more capable
of assisting with task-oriented work.
Males and females chose father as the parent they prefer to go
swimming with (Table 3, item 17).

They may see father as the parent

more daring, powerful and fun when swimming.

This perception may occur

because father is seen as the role model in this type of activity where
mo ther perhaps is seen as the more passive parent.
Mother was the preferred parent of the Basque adolescents for 28
of the 30 items on the Parent-Affinity . Perception Scale.
ference was based on a dichotomy of mother/father.

This pre-

In case the

respondents may have had an equal choice of mother or father, they
could indicate on a Likert-type scale to what degree they preferred
that parent.

The results of this indicated that for males there was

no relationship between parental preference and the degree of affinity
for the chosen parent .

A relationship did occur between parental pre-

ference and degree of affinity with the female respondents.

Also,

35% of the responses could have been an equal preference for mother
or father, but the adolescents were forced to choose one parent.
The background data provided some insights regarding the
families of the Basque adolescents.

Most of the adolescents came

from relatively large families which is characteristic of the traditional Basque family.
with both parents.

Over three-fourths of the adolescents lived

Many of the parents (one-third) have a college edu-

cation and have an income of over $15,000/year.

Thus, the stereotype

57

of the Basque in America being an uneducated sheepherder does not hold
true for this study.
Unlike the literature which suggests the disciplining is carried
out mainly by the mother, the results of this study indicated that
both parents share the responsibility of disciplining the adolescents
when needed.
The responses to the data form and the Parent-Affinity Perception
Scale provides valuable i nsights as to how parents are perceived by
Basque adolescents .

The influences of cul tura and cul ture expectations

are seen as the t r aditional Basque culture was revealed through the
adolescents' responses.

In the traditional Basque culture mother and

her children are very close.

She is the parent who spends the most

time with the children while father stands by and steps in only when
he is needed.

Traditionally, the mother is the homemaker and the

expressive leader for the children, while father is out of the house
working and is considered the instrumental leader.

These factors

could contribute to why mother was overwhelmingly chosen as the preferred parent in this study.
The results of this study indicate the Basque family is holding
on to many cultural traditiona as they live in the United States .
The Basque centers provide a means for Basque families to come t ogether and carry on traditional festivals, costumes, foods, i deas,
dances, and customs.

A large majority (89%) of the Basque families

in this study participate at a Basque center aiding the families to
hold on to and participate in traditional cultural activities.
Culture and cultural expectations are factors that influence parentchild affinity throughout th e world.
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Responses to the items on the Parent-Affinity Perception Scale
gave some insight of how Basque parents are perceived by their
adolescents.

A large part of this study looked at the Basque culture

and its influence on their adolescents and parental preference.

The

•

Basques ~have preserved many aspects of their culture and traditions.
A large contributor to this has been the Basque clubs located in
central ,areas of large Basque "settlements. 11

Conclusions
In sum, the data presented here systematically show that Basque
adolescents select mother as the preferred parent.

Males and females

at all grade levels opt for mother over father.
In a three study replication context:

1

the Iranian study by

Ga·zi-Tabatabaie (1976), the Miller (1972) st.Jidy, and the present
Basque data, all conform to a consistent preference for mother;

In

the two previous studies there were variations in the data which gave
selected preference for father, but that vaFiation did not occur with
Basque youth~
In a comparative perspective, it may be that the traditional
Basque culture is a contributing factor to the patterns manifest
here.

The instrumentality of the male role and the expressiveness

of the £emale role may be sufficiently dichotomized that adolescent
youth mirror this family setting as seen in these data.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH
The following investigations should be considered:
1.

The Basques involved in this study are Spanish Basques .

According

to many Basque people and the literature, the French Basque and the Spani s h
Basque differ in temperament, openness to strangers and non-Basques, festivities, and the celebration of some customs.

Because of this, a similar

study should be conducted using French Basques to see if these differences
influence parent-child affinity.
2.

A large majority of the Basques in this study belong to a Basque

club which sponsors and organizes the traditional festivities and promotes many of the Basque customs.

A similar study could be conducted

using only Basques who dO not or . cannot belong to a 'Basque club.

This

study should be' designed to find out if the Basques who do not belong to
a club hold on to their traditions and customs and cultural expectations
as do those who belong to a Basque club.
3.

Because this study involved Basque adolescents, a similar study

using Basque children (preschool through sixth grade) should be conducted and compared with the results from this study.

Additionally,

a non-Basque adolescent population should be assessed and compared with
this study .
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Grade in school

Sex

Age

Number of brothers 0 1 2 3 4 or more
I am number

Number of sisters

0 1 2 3 4 or more

in my family.

Highest education of father ________

Father's education----------------

Highest education of mother _______

Mother's occupation -------------

Circle approximate yearly income of your family:

5, 000-10,000

lO,OOQ-15,000

20,000 or more

15,000-20,000

Number of years your family has lived in Boise -----------Circle any of the following who are Basque in your family:
father

mother

children

grandmother

grandfather

uncles

aunts

How often do you attend religious services as a family?
a)

at least once a week

b)

at least once a month

c)

a few times per year

d)

neve1;

Does your mother or father speak Basque?
yes
If yes, who does -----------------------

no

Do you speak Basque? yes
no
If yes, do you speak Basque in your home a) most of the time
b) part of the time
c) seldom
Do you ever go to the Basque center in Boise?
yes
If yes, do you go: very often
often

0

no

0

seldom

0

Does your family participate in Basque social events? des
no
If yes, do you participate: very often
often
seldomO

0

Who does the majority of disciplining in your family?
Do you think of yourself as a Basqu~erson:
O
always
most of the time U
seldom

0

mother

father

neverO

When you think of Basque (family) people, what are the two or three
things which stand out most in your thoughts?
1.

2.
3.
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INSTRUCTIONS
Please respond to the following questions as clearly and a ccurately
as you can. There are no right or wrong answers. Answer how you really
feel in your family. Respond as to whether you'd select your mo ther or
father for each of the items. Also, t o the degree to whi ch you would
choose them .

M

mother

F = father

D definitely this parent
M mostly this parent
P = probably this parent

QUESTIONS
M

F

D MP

DMP

M

F

D MP

D MP

M
D M P

D MP

M

F

D MP

DMP

F

M

F

D M P

DMP

1)

If you wanted money to spend, whom would you a sk, your
mother or your father for the money ?

2)

If you needed a parent to come to school with you,
whom would you ask to go, your mother or father?

3)

If you were to take a plane trip, would you rather
have your mother or your father go with you ?

4)

If you were sick and needed to see a doctor, would
you want your mother or your father to be with you
at the doctor's office?

5)

Whom do you think is the happier person, your
mother or your father?

6)

If you were unhappy, would you rather talk to your
mother or your father about what is making you unhappy?

M

F

D M P

D M P

M

F
D M P

7)

D M P

If you wanted to ask for permission to do something,
whom would you ask, your mother or your father?

M
D M P

F

8)

D M P

If you needed help with work, would you ask your
mother or your father to help you?

9)

If you knew a sec ret, to whom would you rather tell
it, your mother or your father?

M

F

D MP

DMP

M

F
D M P

10)

Whom do you feel would help you mor e if you were
in trouble, your mother or your father?

M

F

11)

DMP

D MP

Would you rather go to the supermarket to buy food
with your mother or your father?

D M P
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M
D M P

F

12)

If only one of your parents could go on a special
trip to the moon, whom would you rather go with you,
your mother or father?

F
D M P

13)

If you wanted to know how to be very happy, whom
would you ask, your mother or father?

M

F

D MP

14)

D M P

If you had to stay home all day with either your
mother or father, whom would you choose to stay with you?

M

D MP

F
D M P

15)

With whom would you rather go for a walk, your
mother or your father?

M

F

16)

D M P

D MP

Whom would you rather have go to religious services
with you, your mother or your father?

M

F

17)

D M P

D MP

Considering both parents are good swimmers, with
whom would you rather go swimming, your mother or father?

18)

If you were going to visit grandparents, would you rather
go to your mother's or father's parents' home?

19)

Would you rather have your mother or your father go
shopping with you .for clothes?

20)

If you could go out and eat in a restaurant with either
your father or your mother, whom would you select?

M

D MP

D M P

M

F

D MP

D MP

M
D M P

D MP

F

M

F

D M P

D MP

M

F
D M P

21)

D M P

If you did something wrong, would you rather have your
father or your mother correct you?

M

F

D MP

22)

D MP

Whom would you want to be like when you grow up, your
mother or your father?

M
D M P

23)

D MP

Whom do your friends like best, their mother or
their father?

F
D M P

24)

If you were swearing, whom would you rather have hear
you, your mother or father?

DMP

F
D M P

25)

If you awoke during the night feeling sick, would you
rather have your mother or your father help you?

M
D M P

F
D M P

26)

If you were to spend an evening of conversation, whom
would you rather spend it with, your mother or father?

M
D M P

F

27)

Whom would you like to take you and your friends to
a picnic, your mo t her or your father?

28)

If only one of your parents could attend your high
school graduation, whom would you select?

M

D M P
M

F

D MP

M

F

D MP

D MP
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M

F

D MP

D M P

M

F

D MP

D MP

29)

Who is the best parent to you, your mother or your
father?

30)

Whom do you believe loves you the most, your mother
or your father?

Do you live with both of your parents?
If no, circle as appropriate:

divorced

yes

no

separated

parent deceased
other - - - - - -
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